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Summer 2026

STRAIGHT FROM THE TAP

Two Decades of Service: Celebrating the 
Griffith Water Treatment Plant

Left: The ribbon cutting and dedication event in July 2006. Right: Mr. Griffith at the
dedication event.

Left: The main entrance of the Griffith Water Treatment Plant. Right: An aerial shot of the
Griffith Water Treatment Plant main facility and its drinking water treatment basins.

Average water
treated: 63 MGD.
Average water
provided to Fairfax
County: 44 MGD.
Average water
provided to
wholesale customers:
19 MGD.

Griffith by the 
Numbers

Water treated and
provided by the Griffith
Water Treatment Plant
in millions of gallons
per day (MGD) on a
five-year average:

2026 marks the 20th anniversary of the Frederick P. Griffith, Jr., Water
Treatment Plant. The plant, named for Fairfax Water’s second General
Manager (formerly the Engineer-Director), was conceived following an
extensive technical study that recommended replacing the Lorton
treatment facilities to meet growing capacity and regulatory needs more
successfully. The plant treats water from the Occoquan Reservoir, which is
then sent to customers in southern Fairfax County and wholesale
customers in Prince William County, the City of Alexandria, and Fort
Belvoir.

The Griffith Treatment Plant was constructed on the former site of the
Occoquan Workhouse, where suffragists were imprisoned in 1917 after
being arrested for demonstrating to demand the right for women to vote.

In designing the plant, Fairfax Water worked closely with the community to
design a campus that fit in with existing architecture and mirrored the
overall redevelopment of the area.

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/
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In the Kitchen and Laundry1

Avoid running water to thaw food.
Run the dishwasher only when you have a
full load.
Use the right water level to match the size
of the load when doing laundry.
Find and fix any leaks.

Outside

Avoid using a hose to clean areas that could be
swept with a broom.
Run the water only to wet and rinse when
washing a vehicle. Use a container to hold the
water used for washing.
Keep the grass 2-3 inches long to enhance root
development with minimal watering.
Set sprinklers carefully to avoid watering paved
areas.
Use mulch to help the soil retain moisture and
reduce the growth of weeds.

In the Bathroom2

Test for toilet leaks by adding food coloring to
the water tank. Don’t flush for 15 minutes. If
there is color in the bowl after 15 minutes, you
may have a leak.
Limit the length of showers.
Avoid letting the water run while shaving,
brushing your teeth, and washing your face.

3 Ways To Practice
Wise Water Use 

or visit bit.ly/wiseH2Ouse to learn more.
SCAN

ME!

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/
https://bit.ly/wiseH2Ouse


Sign Up for Local Emergency Alerts
Fairfax County Alerts: fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/alerts
Falls Church Alerts: fallschurchva.gov/alerts
Fairfax City Alerts: fairfaxva.gov/services/public-safety/fairfax-city-alert

ONLY FLUSH THE FOUR P’S

Severe weather and other emergencies can happen
at any time. At Fairfax Water, we continually
prepare for these types of unexpected events.
Because we monitor the water system 24/7, we are
ready to respond to any emergency. But we can’t
do it alone. You can prepare your family for
emergencies by having a supply of clean water for
emergency situations. One gallon of water per
person per day is what is generally recommended. 

Visit ReadyNOVA.org and complete your family
preparedness plan. Be sure to also sign up for local
emergency alerts. You decide the type of alerts you
want to receive on any or all of your electronic
devices. Visit the sites below to sign up.

Our Annual Water
Quality Report contains
important information
about your water quality
and Fairfax Water's
services. Under federal

law, we are required to provide this information
to our customers every year. 

By July 1, the report will be available online at
fairfaxwater.org/waterqualityreport. 

If you would like a printed copy to be mailed to
you, fill out the online form located at
fairfaxwater.org/reportrequest or call 
703-289-6285, TTY 711, and provide your name,
mailing address, and phone number.

2026 Annual Water Quality Report
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Preparing for Emergencies Is Simple and Smart. Here Is How!

A Message From 
Fairfax County Wastewater

WIPES CLOG PIPES!
Wipes don’t break down like toilet paper does! 
Throw away items that are not human waste 

or toilet paper.

GET HELP NOW!  

CUSTOMER COMMUNICATIONS CENTER (CCC): 

CALL 703-323-1211, TTY 711 

Pee Poo Paper
(Toilet)

Puke

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/alerts
https://www.fallschurchva.gov/alerts
http://fairfaxva.gov/services/public-safety/fairfax-city-alert
http://www.readynova.org/
http://fairfaxwater.org/waterqualityreport
http://fairfaxwater.org/reportrequest
https://www.fairfaxwater.org/


Water Word SearchCORNER

TIPS
WISE WATER

Reuse Your Glass To 
Save Water

KID’S
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Designate one glass
for your drinking
water each day or
refill a water bottle.
This will cut down on
plastic use and the
number of glasses to
be washed.  Visit
bit.ly/wiseH2Ouse
for more tips on wise
water use.

Emergencies/After-Hours
703-698-5613, TTY 711

Customer Service
703-698-5800, TTY 711
fairfaxwater.org/contact-us

Fairfax Water is a public, not-for-profit water
authority serving nearly 2.2 million people in
the Northern Virginia communities of Fairfax,
Loudoun, and Prince William counties, and
Fort Belvoir, Herndon, Dulles, Vienna,
Alexandria, Falls Church, and Fairfax City.

CONTACT US

Did you know Fairfax Water has many different types of employees on our team? 
Try finding some of these careers in the word search below!  Visit
workforwater.org/careers-in-water/ to learn more about careers in the water industry. 

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/
https://bit.ly/wiseH2Ouse
http://fairfaxwater.org/contact-us
https://www.workforwater.org/careers-in-water/
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