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A River Ran Through It
Demolition of the River Station Treatment Plant

Meet Avie
The newest member of the Fairfax Water Education Team!

Hi! I’m Avie, the newest member of Fairfax Water’s education team. 
I’m an expert on all things water - where it comes from, how to 
treat it for drinking water, and how to protect it.

I’ll be joining my friend here, Sam the Science Guy, along with 
Drop, Dino, and Fred the Watershed to help children 
learn about water and how important it is in our 
world. Keep an eye out for new team members 

in the coming months, including a very smart 
Smartphone! 

With the help of some great Fairfax County 
Public School teachers, our team will focus on 
how water relates to science, technology, 

engineering, and math - or STEM. And I 
won't be surprised if we have a lot of 
fun along the way. S

In August Fairfax Water began demolition of the River Station Treatment Plant. The plant 
played an important role in the history of Fairfax Water. In 1967 Fairfax Water 
acquired the River Station and the Old Lorton Treatment Plants as part of the 
purchase of the Alexandria Water Company. Since its creation in 1957, Fairfax 
Water had supplied its customers through a small well system or by purchasing 
water wholesale. The Alexandria Water Company purchase provided a surface 
water system and the treatment plants that were critical to support the growing 
drinking water needs of Fairfax County. 

The River Station Treatment Plant was built in 1965. Its innovative circular 
treatment basins earned the design en-

gineer a patent for the first 
use of single-basin treat-
ment processing. In 1972 
Hurricane Agnes caused ex-
tensive damage to the River 
Station plant and the raw 
water piping.  The water sup-
ply to more than one-half 
million people in the city of 
Alexandria and the counties 
of Fairfax and Prince Wil-
liam was completely cut off.   Damage to dam structures and  facilities 

was so extensive that it took four years and $2 million to complete all the repairs.               
                                    (continued on page 2)
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The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District (NVSWCD), in conjunction with 
the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD), offers two annual 
programs for high school students interested in conservation and the environment.
College Scholarships
The Educational Foundation of the VASWCD annually offers $1,000 scholarships to graduating 
high school seniors for college study. Applicants must be full-time students enrolled in or 
who have applied to a college freshman-level curriculum with a demonstrated interest in 
conservation and the environment. Completed applications must arrive at the NVSWCD office 
by March 16, 2015. For more information and the application form, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/scholarship.htm or call 703-324-1460, TTY 711. 
Youth Conservation Camp 
The VASWCD sponsors a week-long summer conservation camp in July for Virginia high school 
students (grades 9 - 12) on the campus of Virginia Tech. The program brings together students 
interested in learning about Virginia’s natural resources from conservation professionals and 
Virginia Tech faculty. For camp highlights, see the VASWCD’s camp Web site at 
http://www.vaswcd.org/conservation-camp. 

The NVSWCD receives applications, makes selections, and offers partial scholarships to students attending the VASWCD Youth 
Conservation Camp. Applications for the 2015 camp session must be received by April 27, 2015. The camp will be held from July 
12-18, 2015. For application information, go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/scholarship.htm or call 703-324-1460, TTY 711. S

In 2007 the River Station Treatment Plant was closed. The Frederick P. Griffith, Jr. Water Treatment Plant opened in 
2006, replacing River Station and two other treatment plants in the Fairfax Water system. The photos seen here follow 
the demolition from August to October. S 

Sept. 11 - Recyclable materials such as copper 
pipe and aluminum conduits were stockpiled 
in the Control Building Pump room until they 
were transported to a recycling center.

Aug. 21 - Heavy equipment crushes plastic that 
was removed from the first basin before it was 
demolished.  

Sept. 18 - To prevent any debris from falling into 
the river, the contractor removed all the pipe on 
the pipe bridge by hand, taking each joint apart 
and removing each stick of pipe in turn.

Oct. 13 - The former location of the first two 
treatment basins is cleaned of demolition debris.

Oct. 13 - A welder cuts pipe supports and straps 
in preparation for removal of the pipes from the 
pipe bridge.

Sept. 3 - Basins 4 and 5 have been removed. A 
portion of Basin 4 was left standing to protect 
the Occoquan River from any debris that might 
wash away during a forecasted storm.
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Fairfax Water General Manager 
Chuck Murray and Dr. Jennifer 
Clancy celebrate the SDWA. Dr. 
Clancy is a world-renowned micro-
biologist who discovered that ultra-
violet (UV) irradiation was effective 
in eliminating microbial contami-
nants in drinking water.

www.fairfaxwater.org
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Glad You Asked!
 Can you tell me about career oppor-
tunities at Fairfax Water?

We would be happy to tell you about 
career opportunities at Fairfax Water. 
To provide safe, reliable drinking 
water requires employees with a vari-

ety of skills, education and licensing. To demon-
strate, here is a sample list of positions at Fairfax 
Water:

S Senior Plant Operator - Performs skilled 
operational, mechanical, and maintenance 
tasks involved in the operation of water 
treatment plant equipment and facilities. 

S Chemist - Performs a variety of complex 
technical 
laboratory 
and field 
analysis work 
to ensure 
drinking 
water meets regulatory requirements.

S Fleet Services Technician - Performs skilled 
mechanical work on automotive and construc-
tion equipment, to include overhauling gaso-
line and diesel engines and transmissions.

S  Chief Design Engineer - Performs highly 
complex specialized civil engineering work in 
the design of public water supply facilities with 
an emphasis on transmission and distribution 
facilities.

S Carpenter - Performs a variety of skilled 
carpentry work required in the operation of a 
water supply facility to include repairing and 
maintaining all existing structures.

S Water Resources Engineer - Evaluates water, 
land use, stormwater, and wastewater planning 
within the Potomac and Occoquan watersheds.

S Water Utility Worker - Performs a variety of 
duties to include installing and maintaining 
new and existing water services, meters, water 
mains, valves and fire hydrants; responds to 
emergency calls 24/7.

If you are interested in applying for a job with 
Fairfax Water, visit 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/fairfaxwater/
default.cfm to see a list of available positions 
and submit an application. You may also send 
an e-mail to HR@fairfaxwater.org or call 703-
698-5600, TTY 711.
If you have a question, concern, or compliment, contact us 
at pr@fairfaxwater.org or call 703-698-5600, TTY 711.

40  Yea r s  and  Co u n t ing
In October Fairfax Water participated in a 
street fair to celebrate the 40th Anniversary 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). The 
celebration featured vendors who create their 
products using tap water. The Fairfax Water 
water bar provided drinking water to fair 
attendees, reminding them that tap water 
benefits your health, your wallet, and the 
planet. 

The SDWA, originally enacted by Congress 
in 1974, is the main federal law created 
to protect public health by regulating the 
nation’s public drinking water supply. The 
SDWA establishes health-based standards to 
protect against both naturally occurring and 
man-made contaminants that may be found 
in drinking water.  

To read more about the evolution of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act and  how it protects your drinking water, visit 
http://www2.epa.gov/safedrinkingwater40. S

Supplying potable water 
is an essential human 

activity, a great responsibility, 
and a vocation of distinction. 
                  J. B. Mannion

Q.
A.



We Want to Know. . .
If you have comments, ques-
tions or suggestions about 
the newsletter, please send 
an e-mail to pr@fairfaxwater.
org, call us at 703-698-5600, 
or write to us at this address:

Straight From the Tap Editor
Fairfax Water
8570 Executive Park Ave.
Fairfax, VA 22031

Important Numbers
Fairfax Water Services
Questions about water service:
    703-698-5800
After hours/emergencies: 
    703-698-5613
To report a water main break: 
    703-698-5613 or e-mail   
      watermainbreak@fairfaxwater.org 

Questions about billing:
     703-698-5800
All other Fairfax Water 
departments: 703-698-5600

Sewer Services
Fairfax County
Department of Public Works 
Wastewater Trouble Response 
Center; 703-323-1211
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/
wastewater
City of Falls Church 
Department of Public Works 
703-248-5350 
www.fallschurchva.gov
City of Fairfax 
Department of Public Works 
703-385-7810 
www.fairfaxva.gov 

Dig with C.A.R.E.
Miss Utility at 1-800-552-7001 
or 811, http://va811.com/
homeowners/how-to-when-to

Use TTY 711 (Virginia Relay) 
for all numbers unless otherwise 
stated.

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

T i p 
Water-Saving 

www.fairfaxwater.org

Fairfax Water is a public, non-profit 
water authority serving nearly two 
million people in the Northern Virginia 
communities of Fairfax County, 
Loudoun, Prince William, Fort Belvoir, 
Herndon, Dulles, Vienna, Alexandria, 
Falls Church, and Fairfax City.
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Wednesday, Dec. 24
Fairfax Water offices closed at noon for 
Christmas Eve 

Thursday, Dec. 25
Fairfax Water offices closed for 
Christmas Day

Thursday, Jan. 1
Fairfax Water offices closed for
New Year’s Day

Monday, Jan. 19 
Fairfax Water offices closed for Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s Birthday

Monday, Feb. 16
Fairfax Water offices closed for 
Washington’s Birthday

Monday, March 16
Deadline for VASWC Districts scholar-
ship applications, see “Nature-Loving 
Students Wanted” on page 2 for regis-
tration information

Saturday, April 11
27th Annual  Potomac River Water- 
shed Cleanup - To volunteer, visit
www.potomaccleanup.org, or call 
202-973-8203, TTY 711

Monday, April 27
Deadline for VASWC Youth Conserva-
tion Camp applications, see “Nature-
Loving Students Wanted” on page 2 
for registration information

Planning dinner for tonight? You can save 
water by defrosting food in the refrigerator 
instead of under running water. It’s also a 
safer way to defrost food. For more water-
saving tips, visit www.wateruseitwisely.com.
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Kids ’  Corner
Protecting your watershed
Did you know that no matter where you are, you are always in a watershed? A 
watershed is an area of land that sends water to one major body of water, like 
a river or an ocean. A watershed includes rivers, streams and lakes and all the 
rain and snow that falls on it. You live in the Potomac Watershed, which covers 
12,000 square miles and four states.
In addition to the rain and snow, the water you use outside also flows into 
the watershed through the storm drains. Your drinking water comes from this 
watershed so it is important to remember these tips to keep it clean:
•	  Pick up trash so it doesn’t wash into the storm drain.
•	  If you have a dog, be sure to scoop the poop.
•	  Remember only rain down the drain - don’t put anything else down the  

storm drain.
You can learn more at http://fairfaxwater.org/education/watershed/index.html. 
Now for some fun - can you unscramble these watershed words? Check your 
answers below.

  1.  watershed        2.  water supply   3.  potomac         4.  stream          5.  animals        6.  river           
  7.  ocean                8.  ground            9.  drains           10.  flows           11.  downhill    12.  lawns        
13.  pollute           14.  litter              15.  chemicals     16.  clean           17.  scoop          18.  plants
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